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N.I.A. 5
1 July 1946

NATIONAL INTELLIGENCE AUTHORITY

PROVISION FOR COORDINATING THE ACQUISITION
~ OF FOREIGN PUBLICATIONS

Repoft by the Director of Central Intc¢lligence
with the unanimous concurrencc of the

Intelligence Advisory Board

1. It has been suggested by the Librarian of Congress that an
Inter-departmental Committee on the acquisition of Foreign
Publications,

such as that which existed during the war,

sh:ould
be established on a permanent basis. The Department of State
supports the principle embodied in this suggestion.
2.

The matter was laid before the Dircetor by letter oI Mr.
Alfrcd McCormack, dated 4 March 1946,

%, After consideration of all cvidence assembled 1n the casc,
The -continuation,

the Director of Central Intelligence concludes that:-
a.

on a permancent basils,

of an intcr-
departmental committec to coordinate the acquisition of

foreign publications for the use of government agencics 1
necessary in the interest of economy and efficilency.

b. The materials collceted as a result of the commlttce's

activities willl contain much informatlon needed for the

matter.

production of intelligence relatcd to the natilonal security.
Therefore, the N.I.A. should assume responsibility in the

basis should be arranged for by the Director of Central in-
telligence.

¢. The organizatlon of the committee on & permancnt
The Department of State should aduinister the

committee and continue to furnish the Secretariat.

Sinecc
the committee will deal largely with matters of library
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techniques,'thc Librarian of Congress would be an aporosriate
chairman; and he has, 1in fact, expressed his willingness €0
accept such position.

' Discussion upon which these conclusions are based is

contined in Enclosure "B".

4, The anlosed draft N.I.A. Direcctive has been preparcd to
provide the means for carrylng out the recommendations bascd

upon the above conclusions. It has becen unanimously concurrcd

in by the Director »f Central Intelligence and the Intellischec

Advisory Board, which included the Librarian of Congress and

the Director of the Federal Burcau of Investigation in this case.

5. It ls recommended that the Natiosnal Intelligence Authuwrity

avprove the draft directive in Enclosurc nat,
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ENCLOSURE "A"

DRAFT

PROPOSED N.I.A, DIRECTIVE

PROVISION' FOR COORDINATING THE
ACQUISITION OF FOREIGN PUBLICATIONS

Paragraph 1 of the letter from the President, dated &2
Januvary 1946, designated this Authority as.responsiblo for
planning, developing, and coordinating the Federal foreign 1I1-
tclligence activities so as to assure the most effective
accomplishment of the intolligenoe mission related to the
national security. Since the mass of forclgn publications rc-
quired by the various Federal agencies, as references uscful in
the eonduct of their business, contains matter of value as in-
telligence information related to the mational security, bhc |
following policies and procedures relating to the acqulsition

of foreign publications, are announced:

1. A permanent Intcr-departmental Committee on the Acquisl-
tion of Foreign Publications 1s hereby ecstablished as a
subordinate égency.of the National Intelligence Authority. The
Dopartment'of State will administer the committece and furnish

the Secretarlat therefor.

2. The Director of Central Intelligence will invite the
Librarian of Congress to accept the Chairmanship of the
Comnmittee and will send invitations for mcembership on the
Committee to representatives of all Federal agencies intercsted
in tﬁe acquisition of foreign publications for the conduct of

thicir business.

%. The Committee will have duties and responsibilitics as

follows:
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&. To coordinate cooperative acquisition as between and
amohg the scvefal departmenﬁs and agencics. The scugc of this
corrdination shall include the establishment of agrecd
pclicies and pr&cédures for the maintenance of ¢ompPreicnalve
colleotions of library matefials, in appropriate locations,
the rapid interchange and loan of such materials, and tiho
distribution of bibliographical information. These

-covrdinating responsibilities are distinet from and thercfore
will not interfere with the usual responsibilitices of
individual agencles for the maintenance of work;ng collec-
tions of library meterials necessary tou the transactisn Jf
their busincss. .

b. To originate recommendations to the several depart-

ments and agoncies concerning the develoupment of their

0

2

librarics within a framework of over-sll Federal acquisiticn

PR ]

such recommendations to be designed to make available ©.o thi

w

Government, with minimum duplication, all foreign library
materials necesgary to the conduct of the public busincss.

¢. To originate recommendations to thé Department .f
State on matters of broad policy connected with the procurc-
ment of foreign library materials through the Foreigzn
Service, in s;'far as they pertaln to servicing the ac-
quisitions needs of the Federal Establishment as a wiilc.

d. To review requisitions anrthe State Department orscurc-
ment facllities whenever it is nccessary to deteraine
whether sald requisitions are consistent with the

Committee's comprchensive acquisitions progranm.

4. The Director of Central Inﬁelligencc will designetc a2 rep-
rceentative to act with the Committee as the Viece-Chairman and to
be respongible for ensuring thdt the Committec's activitucs wake
adequate provision for the segcuring of intcelligence information

related to the national security.
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ENCLOSURE "B"

DISCUSSION

1. Immediately prior to and during the war, the Coordinator of
information and later the Office of Strategic Services furnishcd
the Secretariat of an Interdepartmental Committee on the ac-
quisition of Foreign Fublications. That Sccretariat was taken
over, under proper authority, by the State Department, as & part
>f the Research and Analysis Branch of 0.8.3., and still
functions under the Specilal Assistant to the Secretary of State

for Research and Intelligence.

2. The primary concern of such parta of this existing and con-
tinuing Committee as arc within the departments whose heads
caﬁstitute the N.I.A. is foreign publications having possible
intelligence information value in connection with the intelli-

gence mission concerned with the national security.

;e

%. Other Federal agenclcs, not primarily concerned witi 1n-
telligence bearing oﬁ the national security, are also
interested in the acquisiti&n of foreignh publications. 3Souc
twenty-one (21) Federal agencies have shown an interest in the
watter dnd manifested that interest by sending representatives
to meetings held in the office of the Librarian of Congrcss on
7 Scptember and 25 October 1945, These meetings considered thc
coordination of the procurement coffort, but had neither feormal

authority nor powcr to act.

4, The procurcment of dcsired forcign publications for tho
intcrested agencies is accomplished in large measure by tUhc
State Department through its missions abroad. Payment for pub-
lications is made to State by the agency for which publications

are procured.
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5. Certain Foreign Service Officers (eleven at last rcuort) are
about to go out to the most important forcign publishing conters
with the sole duty of organizing the acquisition service and

preparing bibliographical indices of avallable publicatiovns.

6. The Librarian of Congress, Dr. Luther H. Evans, fecls that
the problem of cosrdinating the Acquisition of Foreign Publica-
tions is a technical library matter. The Director of Ccntrol
Intelligence concurs substantially in that view, although im-

portant matters of policy are alsgo involved.

7. Dr. Evans submitted to the Secretary of State, on 26 Octo-
" ber 1945, an outline of thc coordinating committee which he
feels can govern properly the acquisition of foreign publica-
tions. The results of Dr., Evans' atudy are incorporated in the

recommendations made herewith.

8. The interest of N,I,A, in the problem is due to its con-
tinuing responsibility for coordinating the collection of
intelligence information bearlng upon the national security, and
the fact that some of the publicatlons acquired will have valuc
in that conneetion. Thorefore, this is an-undertakinj which can

be most efficlently initiated and organized by N,I.A, action.
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